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Please contact the local adult education centre if you would like a map sent to you. (Also available on website.)

	Course code: S0702F
	Venue: Steyning Grammar School

	No. of sessions: 1 (half day)
	Start date: 15 March 2008 
	Day: Saturday 10.00-1.00pm*

	*Although the official finishing time is 13.00, tell your transport not to arrive before 13.30,
as we usually allow time for extra questions and finishing off the beers.
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Beer has been brewed for over 6000 years and different parts of the world have developed their own styles influenced by locally available materials.  This course gives students the opportunity to explore the main brewing regions of the world, the huge range of beers available, and to identify their own preferences.  It also raises awareness of beer as a healthier, more varied and interesting drink than wine for more sophisticated social situations, and as an accompaniment to food.  In a world tour you will discover how beer is enjoyed in different countries, and taste samples from around the globe.
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What level is the course?

No experience needed but students must be legally and medically allowed to drink alcohol, and must not drive after the course.  

It is suitable for those 

a) who enjoy and are familiar with UK beers and wish to widen their horizons

b) who have perhaps tried wine tasting, or been on previous beer courses, are looking for a different experience and are prepared to have an open mind about the place of beer in more sophisticated social situations  
c) who want to explore beer as an accompaniment to food

d) who have a curiosity about other cultures of the world.
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What will the course cover?

The story of beer is the story of the spread of civilisation itself.  We shall embark on a ‘virtual tour’ of major brewing areas of the globe and look at the history of brewing for each one, finding out how the techniques evolved to produce such diverse tastes and how wars, science, fashion, politics and taxation have affected what is brewed.  

For each region being studied you will have the opportunity to taste representative beers.  This will give you the opportunity to expand your tasting horizons and be aware of your own preferences among widely differing styles of beer.  You will also find out about sources in the UK for obtaining foreign beers.

[image: image7.jpg]PALONE




[image: image8.jpg]



How will I be taught?

During the explanation of the background and styles there will be tastings of up to 15 representative beers with samples of appropriate food.  Students will receive a detailed handout on the background material and beers tasted.

What can I expect to achieve?

The content and outcomes of the course will be discussed and may be adapted to meet your needs and those of the group. As a guide, by the end of the course you should be able to identify the main beer producing regions of the world and appreciate the types of beer they produce, understanding how this is influenced by climate and available ingredients, and be aware of your own preferences.
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How will I know I’m progressing?

You will have a detailed programme to follow in the handout which you can keep for reference and you will be able to talk to your tutor about how you are doing.

What will I need for the first session?

Pen and paper for your own notes.  Public transport or taxi - you must not drive after the course.
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Are there any other costs?

No – the cost of the beer and food samples is included in the course fee.

What can I do next?

Do the same course again next year – we will be using different beers as examples of the styles, which would enable you to extend your knowledge of breweries and brands, as well as establishing your personal preferences across a wider range.
Increase your in-depth knowledge of beer styles by attending the course “Heavenly Beers - Abbey & Trappist Ales” (ref K0702F) to be held at Kings Manor Community College, Shoreham, on Saturday 24 November 2007.  (This course is new this year.)

Study individual countries in depth.  Start with Belgium, the most famous beer-producer, by coming to the course “Master Brewers - Taste the Beers of Belgium” (ref R0702F) to be held at Rydon Community College, Storrington on 10 Nov 2007 – note that it will cover different beers from those in earlier versions of this course.
Look out for other courses which we run from time to time – see note on website below. 
Using the knowledge of styles and sources you have gained:

· organise your own beer tastings with a group of friends, to widen your experience and appreciation.

· research your holiday destinations so you can explore the local beer culture
Check out our beers website    www.simpson.uk.com/beers/    for more information on world beers, news of future courses, and sign up for the free e-newsletter which includes news and reviews from the world of beers and details of beer events and courses. 
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Join CAMRA   www.camra.org.uk    to support the Campaign for Real Ale, and get discounts on beer-related books and entry into festivals. 
If you would like more information about progression opportunities, please contact the tutors via the website above, e-mail to cheers@simpson.uk.com, or speak to a member of staff at reception.
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Will I have a chance to give my views on the course?

There will be discussion during the session and an opportunity to evaluate your course at the end.

The Course Tutors:

John and Jeannette Simpson have travelled widely and always make a point of seeking out small breweries and investigating the less common styles of beer in the countries they visit.  John has the Certificate of the Wines & Spirits Education Trust, and both have the Foundation Certificate from the Beer Academy of the UK.  Both are members of CAMRA and John is a member of Zythos, the Belgian equivalent, and is also a member of the Guild of Beer Writers.  They maintain a website on Beers of the World and run a free e-newsletter in connection with it.































The West Sussex Adult Education Service welcomes learners from all sections of our diverse community.  If you feel you have additional learning needs, please ask about the support which is available.
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